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AO1 Base Test
AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts 

Students should be able to: 

· Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response. 

· Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.

We are going to test the following skills:

· Using the correct spelling of the surname of the writer

· Displaying accurate knowledge of the text

· Using references to support your ideas

· Offering personal interpretations of the writer’s ideas
Task: 
· Annotate the following poem and answer the question below. 

· When you re-read your answer, focus on the skills outlined above. Make sure you can say “yes” to the four skills before you hand it to your teacher to check.

Context: A sonnet is a poem (often a love poem) of 14 lines which is usually focused on one idea or person.
SONNET 130 by William Shakespeare

My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun;
Coral is far more red than her lips' red;
If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun;
If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head.
I have seen roses damask'd, red and white,
But no such roses see I in her cheeks; 
And in some perfumes is there more delight
Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks.
I love to hear her speak, yet well I know
That music hath a far more pleasing sound;
I grant I never saw a goddess go;
My mistress, when she walks, treads on the ground:
   And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare
   As any she belied with false compare.
How does Shakespeare present his ideas about love in Sonnet 130?
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