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AO1 Literature Mastery Therapy
AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts 

Students should be able to: 

· Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response. 

· Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.
Complete all of these MASTERY Therapy tasks before attempting the MASTERY Test

Task 1
To make your answers stand out from the crowd you will need to break free from the PEE Chain. While Point, Evidence, Explain works well to create solid and safe answers, it can be very limiting when you are trying to develop your ideas.  
To add more depth and flexibility you should try to integrate your examples into your responses. This is a posh way of saying, “blend your quotes in with your ideas.

· Read the two example paragraphs below. They analyse the same quote but to very different levels! 
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Task 2

Perspectives From Then and Now
Lots of students tie themselves in knots trying to talk about the historical context of the text. You only need to know 2-3 main social and cultural influences for each text as this will help you understand the writer’s perspective. 

To get the most value out of your contextual knowledge you should compare it to modern attitudes to the same issue. This can then be applied to your exam responses.

· Read the paragraph below. This answer relates to an extract from An Inspector Calls in which a police inspector encourages a family to learn lessons from their accidental involvement in the death of a young girl.
· Highlight the historical factors mentioned by the student

· Now highlight the modern perspective
· Now find 2-3 contextual influences for each of your Literature study texts and connect them to modern attitudes to those issues

Task 3

Developing
All of the exam boards will look to award top grades to students who can present detailed and developed responses. To achieve this, you will need to explore your supporting references in a range of ways. 
The Assessment Objectives can help you here:
AO1
Reading understanding and responding
AO2
Analysing language and structure
AO3
Understanding social and historical context

Choose a class answer which did not go as well as you wanted.

Find one of the examples which you used and re-plan a paragraph using the following template.

Place the quote in the central section.

Note your ideas in the most appropriate section. If an idea could link to two AOs, put it in the correct overlapping section.

Now rewrite your answer making sure that you include ideas from AO1, 2 and 3. Use the therapies for A02 and A03 to help you if you wish. 
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Pip is presented to the reader as weak and vulnerable. We can see this in the quote: “small bundle of shivers”. This quotes focuses on Pip’s size and condition. “Small makes us think that Pip is little and weak. We know he is a child but this emphasises just how small a child he is. He would be weak and as he is alone he would not be able to protect himself from danger. The word “shivers” also makes him seem vulnerable as it shows he is not in a good physical condition. It suggests his clothes are not enough to protect him from the weather and that he might not be well cared for.





Pip is presented to the reader as a weak and vulnerable: “bundle of shivers”. We know that he is a “small” child and that would not be able to protect himself from danger. His shivering body also emphasises his lack of strength and poor physical condition as the thin ‘i’ sound in the verb ‘shiver’ highlights his frailty. Pip is dehumanised by Dicken’s use of the noun “bundle” as it makes him appear shapeless and almost impossible to identify against the setting. The combination of the adjective noun and verb portrays Pip as a defenceless, immediately sympathetic character.





Priestley’s message of social responsibility is perfectly summed up during the Inspector’s final speech to the Birling family. Up until the events of the play, the Birlings had enjoyed a typically affluent, middle class existence in which other people (particularly the working class) were only valued by how they contributed to the Birlings’ lifestyle. Priestley presents the family as a representation of the lack of respect and responsibility shown to the working class during the early 20th century. Eva/Daisy is referred to as ‘cheap labour’ and Gerald refers to the women of the town as “hard eyed” and “dough faced”, which shows their total lack of regard the working class. The Inspector uses Eva’s tragic death as an example of the “misery” created by these attitudes. 


Modern audiences could appreciate Arthur Birling’s arrogance in believing that his view of the world is the only one worth listening to. We view his confident dismissal of the prospect of WW1 (and his blind faith in the ‘absolutely unsinkable’ Titanic) as key examples of his misguided thinking.
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