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AO1 Advanced Therapy
AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts 

Students should be able to: 

· Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response. 

· Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.
Task 1

Dress it up to the 9s!

By now you’ll have worked out that students generally have similar ideas about texts. For many students, the deciding factor in their grade will be the sophistication of the language they use to explain themselves. The more sophisticated your language, the more convincing you’ll be. 

· Print and keep a copy of “Geoff Barton’s 100 words to sharpen your expression”.
· Complete the audit on the first page and then work on embedding the unfamiliar words into your vocabulary. Don’t be afraid to use them incorrectly on the way to getting them right! 
· This is a long term fix and it will take time to build up this skill. Try repeating the audit every couple of weeks to monitor how your vocabulary is developing!
Task 2
Judicious and Precise
To achieve the highest marks, you must demonstrate a convincing analysis supported by perfectly chosen references. This is actually quite simple but you’ll need to choose some ‘multi-purpose’ quotes. These will be the definitive quotes which relate to themes in your chosen texts. Here are some examples of multi-purpose quotes:
Romeo and Juliet:
“My only love sprung from my only hate My only love sprung from my only hateMy only love sprung from my only hate “
= fate, conflict, contrast, family
Great Expectations:  
“I must be taken as I have been made. The success is not mine, the failure is not mine, but the two together make me.” 
= ambition & self-improvement, social class, integrity, parental relationships
Concept Cards
· Make a note card for each of the main themes (1 per card)

· Now find as many quotes as possible for each theme and add each quote to a different card.

· With a partner, take turns to place a theme card down and add as many quote cards on top as possible. You must explain HOW your quote links to the chosen theme. 

· If you can’t explain, your partner can claim all of the cards! You can decide if you get your cards back at the end of the game!

Task 3
Themes and concepts

All of the Literature exam questions (regardless of board) will focus on a specific theme or concept. To access the higher grades, you will need to focus your analysis on the theme mentioned in the question. This is actually very helpful as it simplifies the task and will make it easier for you to follow a specific line of exploration. Look at the various questions below:
· How does Russell use the characters of Mrs Johnstone and Mrs Lyons in Blood Brothers to explore ideas about class? (AQA)

· Explain the importance of betrayal in the Tempest (Edexcel)

· In this poem Keats explores ideas about nature. Write about the ways in which Keats presents nature in this poem. (Eduqas)
· Compare how the difficulties of teenage friendships and growing up are presented in these two extracts. (OCR)

Make a Venn diagram for each of your multipurpose quotes. Break down the quote according to the various AO’s. This will ensure you squeeze every last drop out of the most useful quotes in the text.
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