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[bookmark: _GoBack]AO3 Mastery Testing: Show understanding of the relationship between texts and the contexts in which they were written

Now that you have explored context in a wider form, you need to be able to integrate your comments into your answers. It is important to remember that AO3 is not the only objectives assessed for Literature and it has a different weighting to other objectives. The best approach is to keep your references to context as concise but as precise as possible.

Context is also about making sure you address the focus of the question. For example, if the question asks you about how Lady Macbeth is presented as a powerful woman you must refer to the concept of power when you are writing your answer. So, to summarise, when you are writing about context, you need to explore what may have influenced the text in terms of social, cultural and historical context, AND you also need to make sure you are addressing the question.

Go back to your planning from the therapy materials for this level. Set yourself a question using the sample materials from your exam board to help you with the format and style of the question you will be asked.

Write 2-3 paragraphs to respond to the question, integrating any relevant social, cultural or historical references - appropriate references to how the text may be received and a link to the question.

Here is an example to help you:

Text: Journey’s End
Question: How are cowardice and bravery presented in the play?

Hibbert represents the fear many men in the trenches experienced, knowing that they were potentially facing death or terrible pain. Modern audiences can recognise that his attempts to be sent away from the front line are because he is genuinely frightened of what will happen to him. When Stanhope tells Hibbert that he cannot leave, Hibbert’s response shows his panic and distress: “I tell you, I can’t – the pain’s nearly sending me mad.” Stanhope is fully aware of why Hibbert is trying to leave and reminds him, “Better die of the pain than be shot for deserting.” Rather than see Hibbert as a coward, an audience can be sympathetic towards him - the only choices he has are death by firing squad or death in combat.
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