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AO3 Mastery Therapy: Show understanding of the relationship between texts and the contexts in which they were written

As well as being able to link your text to its social, cultural and historical context, you need to have an appreciation of how texts are received by an audience or reader. Sometimes the way we respond to a character or an idea in a text is different to how an audience or reader may have responded when the text was first published or performed.

For example, an audience watching a production of ‘Journey’s End’ in 1929 could have had a very different reaction to the character of Hibbert to an audience in 2016. As modern audiences, we are far more likely to be in disagreement with the sometimes harsh treatment of children in Victorian England than the Victorians were! 

Candidates achieving higher marks for context are able to demonstrate their understanding of how a text could be received in different social and historical contexts. 

Using your knowledge of context, complete the table below, identifying where a modern audience or reader may have a different perspective to an audience or reader of the time.

[bookmark: _GoBack]An example has been completed to help you.



	Character/theme/idea from the text
	How an audience/reader of the time could have responded
	How a 21st century audience/reader could respond

	Hibbert’s attempts to be sent away from the front line (‘Journey’s End’)
	Viewed Hibbert as a coward – men who tried to run away from the trenches were punished and sometimes shot for cowardice.
	Sympathy for Hibbert and an understanding of why he is feigning illness now that we know more about the full horrors of trench warfare. A modern audience would be sympathetic as most people now think it was wrong for soldiers to have been punished or shot for cowardice.
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