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[bookmark: _GoBack]AO3 Advanced Therapy: Show understanding of the relationship between texts and the contexts in which they were written

Read the assessment criteria for AO3 for your examination board. All of the criteria is taken from the higher bands.

	
There is sustained comment on relevant context and detailed awareness of the relationship between text and context. 



EDEXCEL PEARSON

	
Show an assured understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written, including, where relevant, those of period, location, social structures and literary contexts such as genre, and the contexts in which texts are engaged with by different audiences. 

EDUQAS


	
Exploration of ideas/perspectives/contextual
factors shown by specific, detailed links between context/text/task. 


AQA

	
Perceptive and sensitive understanding of context and how it informs evaluation of the text. 




OCR



At this highest level, examiners are looking for your response to show relevant, detailed and perceptive links in the relationship between the text and its context. You are already likely to be secure in making relevant connections so you might want to think about what else you could refer to that would show a perceptive or assured understanding.

One of the ways in which you could do this is to think about literary context. Most candidates will be able to make links between a text and the ideas, beliefs and what was happening at the time, but a more sophisticated candidate will be able to make links to the literary context.



What is literary context?

Literary context is connected with the genres and forms that existed in literature at the time a text was produced. Sometimes genres and forms influenced writers - for example, Shakespeare’s sonnets are indicative of a popular form of poetry at the time Shakespeare was writing. Another example is the influence of the gothic genre, which originated in the second half of the 18th century and remained popular into the 19th century. Novels such as Frankenstein and Dracula are examples of this popular genre. When looking at 19th century texts by female authors, it is also worth considering the status and perception of women writers and some of the challenges they faced. The Brontë sisters initially published their novels under male pseudonyms… what could that tell you about female writers in the 19th century?


Write the name of your text here:


Identify the time period the text was published:


Now research the time period in terms of its literary context. You could explore genres and forms that were popular at the time.

 (
Write your notes here:
)
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