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AO2 Advanced Therapy
AO2 requires you to analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.
Mastery Therapy included a response to poetry. To move to advanced, let’s look at applying these same AO2 skills to a play. 
Arthur Miller’s play ‘A View from the Bridge’ is about Eddie Carbone, a tragic hero who rather than acknowledge his own confused feelings towards his wife’s niece, blames those around him and causes destruction to himself and his loved ones. 
Let’s look at a beginning of a student response to the question below: 
Write about the appropriateness of the play’s title in A View from the Bridge? 
Miller’s title is appropriate due to his reference to the bridge. Miller cleverly uses this landmark to highlight and emphasise the themes and contexts that affect the characters’ lives. This central image acts not only as a literal backdrop but also a device to help contrast differing viewpoints.                                                         

What can we learn about how to begin our response? It does include a number of great things:
· a focus on the question
· it’s beginning to evaluate the writer
· a direction is set in terms of an argument
· a precise, concise approach to method and effect is embedded early on (AO2)
It is important to sustain this style. 
Miller reveals the literal landmark early on in the play that bridges the dockyard ‘slum’ and wealthy Manhattan. It symbolises both divide and opportunity for those, like Marco and Rodolpho, who seek the American Dream. Miller represents those who experienced poverty in countries such as Italy and left loved ones in order to 
find possibility. Marco is used to reveal sacrifice and family devotion as he desires only to provide. Rodolpho represents a younger, more care-free attitude; he longs to be rich and “buy a motorbike”. Miller’s presentation of Rodolpho also raises the question of his motives towards Catherine later in the play. Might Rodolpho be prepared to take advantage of her naïve youth in order to cross the bridge to wealth? Miller allows for Eddie to justify his position as such. 

· Pace allows room to develop insightful comment

· Sustains focus on question

· Sustains sense of writer’s method throughout – the writer is making presentation choices that impact. 
How might you end your response to include AO2?
In conclusion, the title is a clever way Miller conveys the themes and characters in the play. Most poignantly, however, could be his striking use of Alfieri as both a chorus and a plot device. His final words when reflecting on Eddie are to conclude “And yet, it is better to settle for half, it must be! And so I mourn him – I admit it – with a certain … alarm.”  This seems to conclude that to view from a half way point may be better but is flawed. This make the title seem very appropriate. 

· Sustained focus on question and methods
· Evaluative

· Precise selection of detail

· Tentative language where needed
· Concluding statement
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