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You may have already responded to this poem in the Base Therapy. If so, use your notes to go deeper. 

Poem
And if it snowed and snow covered the drive
he took a spade and tossed it to one side.
And always tucked his daughter up at night
And slippered her the one time that she lied.

And every week he tipped up half his wage.
And what he didn't spend each week he saved.
And praised his wife for every meal she made.
And once, for laughing, punched her in the face.

And for his mum he hired a private nurse.
And every Sunday taxied her to church.
And he blubbed when she went from bad to worse.
And twice he lifted ten quid from her purse.

Here's how they rated him when they looked back:
sometimes he did this, sometimes he did that.
Simon Armitage


Think of key questions to interrogate the text further, as modelled in the Base Therapy.
 
1. ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
2. ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
3. ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
4. ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
5. ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
6. ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Now try to mirror 1-2 strong AO2 points, using the example from the Secure Test to help you. Remember the key skills:

· Embedded subject terminology 
· Specific effects for a range of points  
· Concise (no words are wasted)
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