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AO1 Literature Secure Therapy

AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts 

Students should be able to: 

· Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response. 
· Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.

Developing Your Response

Knowing the text is not enough to help you access the middle and higher bands in the examination. You also need to be able to demonstrate your understanding of how themes and ideas develop, as well as showing a personal response to what you have read. In the examination you are answering the same question as the other students in your year, but your response will be unique. This doesn’t mean that you say whether you like or dislike something in the text; it means that you have to explain HOW ideas are presented. The examiner also has to be convinced that your explanation is relevant and can be grounded in the text.

In the following task you are going to start thinking about how themes and ideas are presented in a text and how they develop or change. Your notes in the second column form your response to the theme or idea. In the test section for this level you will practise writing about how a theme or idea develops across the text.

An example has been included.

TEXT: JANE EYRE

	THEME/IDEA
	WHAT HAPPENS TO THIS THROUGHOUT THE TEXT
	QUOTATIONS /REFERENCES TO SUPPORT

	LOVE
	Starts with Jane seeking love and affection from Bessie (a servant) as she is unloved by her family.
At Lowood, Jane finds love through her friendship with Helen Burns and the care shown to her by Miss Temple, despite the harsh conditions at the school.
At Thornfield, Jane has her first experience of romantic love with Rochester. Her heart is broken when Bertha Mason is discovered and Jane flees Thornfield.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jane finds solace and comfort with the Rivers family.  St. John Rivers offers her his hand in marriage but Jane knows whilst he would be a suitable husband, she does not love him in the same way she loved Rochester. Convinced she hears Rochester calling for her, Jane returns to Thornfield to find Rochester again.

After discovering that Thornfield was destroyed in a fire started by the now deceased Bertha Mason, Jane is reunited with Rochester. They marry and Jane finally finds the love and happiness intended for her as the romantic heroine of the novel.
	“He bullied and punished me; not two or three times in the week, nor once or twice in a day, but continually: every nerve I had feared him…”
“I must see Helen – I must embrace her before she dies – I must give her one last kiss, exchange with her one last word.”
“while I breathe and think, I must love him.”
“The wondrous shock of feeling had come like the earthquake which shook the foundations of Paul and Silas’s prison; it had opened the doors of the soul’s cell and loosed its bands – it had wakened it out of sleep”

“I know what it is to live entirely for and with what I love best on earth. “
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